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that they were called the New World. With the telescope
he lessened the distances to the stars and brought in a new
universe. In Germany and England he asserted his right
to dispense with the mediation of the Church;, and by faith
to justify himself in the sight of God. It seemed as if there
could be no end to human greatness. There were moments
when God Himself was unnecessary., and it was possible to say
I count religion but a childish toy..
And hold there is no sin but ignorance.
Such moments pass. Like the hubris of the Classical heroes,
they bring a retribution as crushing as their exaltation has
been overweening. Both Marlowe and Shakespeare wrote
plays on human ambition, and both concentrated attention
upon the greatness of the man, rather than upon the greatness
of his overthrow. Marlowe took as his theme the legend of
Faustus, the man who bartered his soul for earthly dominion,
while Shakespeare borrowed a tale from the Chronicles of
Holinshed.

THE TRAGICAL HISTORY OF DOCTOR FAUSTUS

By CHRISTOPHER MARLOWE

SCENE I

FAUSTUS discovered in his study

FAUSTUS. Settle thy studies, Faustus, and begin
To sound the depth of that thou wilt profess:
Having commenc'd, be a divine in show,
Yet level at the end of every art.
And live and die in Aristotle's works.

Sweet Analytics, 'tis thou hast ravish'd me!                  [Reads.

Bene disserere est finis logices.
Is, to dispute well, logic's chiefest end?
Affords tiiis art no greater miracle?